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WELCOME

Welcome to the Sixth Australian Medival Conterence. Keguin
recognise features which worked well at previous conventions as well s won
new events this year.

The emphasis of this conference is more widely spread than at previous ones
which, we feel, matches the expanding scope of the movement.

We have included simultaneous running of some events, to provide more
options for people. This is in response to the comments about a lack of combat at
some previous conferences without disadvantaging those who want to attend the
lectures.

SITE REGULATIONS

No combatant is allowed on the ficld under the influence of perception changing
or performance enhancing drugs.

All combatants must have signed the indemnity form before commencing combat,
Every combatant has the right to refuse to begin, or continue any combat for any
reason.

All combat is voluntary.

With the exception of combat archery, all archery is 1o take place in the
designated area.

We strongly recommend that a first aid kit is at hand when on the ficld of
combat.

Fires are to be kept within designated areas only. Alcohol and the empties are to
remain on site at all times.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thanks to the groups who have held conventions in the past, AMMAS in 1971,
the original Macquarie Hackers in 1983, the Melboume Garrison of the New
Varangian Guard in 1985 and 1989, and 1066 in 1987, for giving us something 10
aspire to, the Zebots for their ca expertise, Robert Prior for drafting
menus, Glenda and Wayne for painting etc., the MARS people for
the fort, Martin and Rebecca Baker for their weapon throwing rules, the lecturers
from the University of Sydney for their time and effort, the New Varangian
Guard (Melbourne) for Sunday night's entertainment and to everyone who has
worked to make this one a success.
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The Tavern

The Pike and Musket Society (a.k.a. the Routiers) are very experienced at
drinking and the handling of drink. They will be selling many tasty alcoholic and
non-alcoholic treats at the Tavern, on the south side of the site.

A word on drinking... The site rangers don't mind how much we drink, provided
we don't take alcohol off-site. Please comply with this reasonable request,

What's on Today?

For a quick look at any changes and updates to the programme, see the
chalkboard near the marquee. We'll also have o large poster of each day's
scheduled activities near this board.

Lost?

There are many people who will gladly tell you where to go. Look for the
officials wearing the red and black ribbons (MARS) or Blue (Dryhtenfyrd).

Suggestions

Do you have a suggestion or problem? Why not put it in the 'suggestions box'
situated near the ‘latest updates’ board, next to the marquee. You don't have to
sign it, but it would be a good idea to make yourself known if we neced cxtra
information. This box will be checked regularly. Nothing oo suggestive, please !!
Short of Money?

Autobanks abound in such large centres as Cambelltown, Bulli and Wollongong.
These towns/suburbs are on the large 'How to get to Cataract’ map, and are well
signposted from the main roads.

These strange creatures are usually found lurking in the main streets and malls.
First Aid

First Aid will be available at the kitchen area, from most group’s camps or
around the combat arcas.

The Seventh Australian Medimval Conference, 1993

Have you had any thoughts about the next conference? If so, why not give
everyone & sigh of relief by telling us you are interested. Requirements for
running such an event are: contacts in industries from caterers to underwear
inspectors, about two hours free for cight 1o ten months, a club of

enthusiastic and dedicated members (or a of dents) and being two
rivets short of a helmet... Its not really that bad, if else, it gives you a
sense of having done something significant for the movement.

6th A Gian Medievel C _'t 2

Citaracr, Easter 1991

B 2T MRTTAE W e OBGCE e
- A

=

FRIDAY 28th MARCH

9.00um - Arrive and regisier
Combat in the arca south of the site, running

}
AHO:00am - 12:4% ‘
concurrently with all other events,
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12:00 - 2:00pm Lunch

‘H2:00pm - 3:00pm Lecture - Astrolabes and Chronometres, Dr gt
Hilary Carey (in marquee)

1 2 - 6:00pm Combat in the area south of the site, running
1 aadass concurrently with all other events.
_ 3:00pm - 3:30 Discussion group - Womens’ Combat Gn |1
‘ g marquee) A group examining the special ¥
i problems and difficulties experienced by - | H
g women in combat. H
1] 4:00pm - 5:00pm Lecture -The Transition from the Roman |
H e World into the Middle Ages, Dr Lynctie Ohagf
2 (in manquez) 1
: b
1] 6:30pm - Banquet ;
: 1
4 b
] |
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SATURDAY 29th MARCH

7:30am - 9:00am Breakfast

9:30am - 12:00um Fort battles near the stage

10:00am -11:00am Workshop -Presentation of Mediaval Music

by Robert Ely (in marquee)

Lecture -The Réle of Women in the Dark
Ages by Carole Cusack (in marquee)

11:00am - 12.00

Fair (includes lunch)
- single combat in the lists.
- Archery competition heats commencing at
9:30am (archery area).
- Weapon throwing competition heats.
- Armour and weapon making competiions,
- Brewing compettion,
- games.

12:00 - 3:30pm

3.00pm Finals of the Archery and Weapon Throwing
competitions

Lecture -Reconstructions and the Practising
Archaeologist with Jonathan Wooding (in

marquee)

Combat in the area south of the site, running
concurrently with all events after the fair.

Lecture -Military Architecture by Steve Wylie
i(in marquee)

6:30pm - Main Banquet including the Costuming,
M M Combined curse and insult
!(hnpcunms

[Ecumenical Easter mass according to a
imodified version of the Salisbury Rite.

3:30pm - 4:30pm

12:00 -1:00am-ish

btk Asrralian Medieval Conference 4

Cotaract, Taster 1391

7:30am - 9.00am
9:30am - 12:00am

12:00 - 2:00pm

2:00pm - 3:00pm

2:00pm - 6:00pm

3:00pm - 4:00pm

4:00pm - 5:00pm

6:30pm -

SUNDAY 30th MARCH

Breakfast

Bridge battles (off site)

Lunch

Lecture - Svendborg, Reality of the Middle
Ages, Dr Acdeen Cremin (in marquee)

Combat in the area south of the site, running
concurrently with all events of the afternoon.

Discussion group - Authenticity and the
Mediaval Movement lead by Stephen Hand
(in marquee) f

Lecture -Legends and Myths Surrounding the

Drawing of the Longbow, Prof. R, Tan Jack ——
(in marquee)
Banquet with entertainment by N.V.G. of

Melbourne
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7:30am - 9:00am
‘1 9:00am - 10:00am
10:000m - 12:00

10:00am -1 1:00am

12:00 - 2:00pm
‘11 2:00pm and onwards

2:00pm -

MONDAY Ist APRIL

Breakfast
Medizval Football in area south of site.

Combat in area south of site, running
concurrently with all events of the day,

Workshop -Calligraphy and Knotwork by
Wayne Robinson and Michael Mills (in
marquee)

Basic calligraphic and knotworking technique
will be presented, along with various period
scripts, with a Celtic emphasis 10 compliment
the knotwork and enable the budding
Calligrapher to cash in on the current 'Celtic
revival',

Lunch and free time
Packing and departing

Combat in area south of site, running
concurrently with all events of the day.

p— "
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GUIDELINES FOR COMBAT

No combatant is allowed on the ficld under the infhsence of peroeption clanging or periol
enhancing drugs.

All combatunts must hiave signed the indemnity form before conunencing combat

Every combatant has the right 10 refuse (o begin, or continue any combat for uny reason,

All combat is voluntary.

Use your common scnse. The rules are those generally used at the infamous Penrose
Campaigns. The following combat rules have been agreed on by many clubs in New South
Wales for inter-club combat in addition 10 their own rules. We recommend you use them.
Generally, they cover situations not normally found with ordinary club combat

Protective Equipment:

All combatants must wear a decent helmet that protects the temples and has sufficient padding 0
absorb a blow. Gauntlets of steel, mail or keather must be worn on exposed hands which cover the
tip of the fingers 1o the wrist, of satisfaciory standard.

It is recommended that all combatants wear some form of body protection.

Weapons:

All weapons must be clean, free of sharp edges or dags. Points should be rounded,

No sharp weapons of any kind may be carmied by warmors into combat,

Blows against Opponents:

Blows should be controlled in such a way that upon striking your opponent, you do not injure
them. Spear poinu should not travel above the breast line. No blows with any weapon are to be
aimed at the joints, the neck, face, crotch, spine or below the knee.

Decent blows from sword, dagger, sex or spear against mail or similar armour counts as a killing
blow against the torso and a disabling blow 10 the imbs.

Mail, scale & lamellar protect the warrior from light slashes.
Killing blows should be taken honestly and with good grace,
Plate Armour in Combat:

Plate armour, coat of plaes and double armoured warriors (scale or lamellar over mail) are proof
against light single-handed weapons.

Plate armour and similar are not proof against two-handed cutting weapons, maces, or heavy single
handed weapons capable of puncturing plate.

Ahmor:imil.mbefeﬂdbyablownthemdlhehehwhhnlighuaykm«da
axe, does not count if the victim is equipped with a great helm or similar.

m:rmmmmmmmdm;mmmmwmnnm
them off fect.
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