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Damp=a=C o1 - By Cherilyn Fullbohm

It was 2 long diive. Far off the beaten tiack. The area was damp. Cleared camping sites were not
really claared. Earlv might on Thursday.

Fridav. Ancients dav. Cold and still damp. Kiffed up 1n owr not-so-good-for-cold-weather Ancient
Greek zear. Very shiny. 14 of us marched Very impressive. Damp. Changed mfo warmer gear very
cuickly! Markets after lunch. Even some of the hard men of the

Ancients didn't go all out for dmmer. Small margues. Cosy. Discoversd the Fouters Palatial
portaloo.

Saturday. Dark Ages Day. Well, we boycotted that and mads 1t Post Medieval Dav. E) Darren and
Craiz ponced m plate armeeour. It doesn't make great stealth armewr. 54ll damp too. Fire and Steel
had "Ladies Lumek". It was very wrong! Funmy, but wronz, Just as wrong as Ellie and Yelanda's
revenge that night. Bardic competition. Ezgy won Foutiers were entertaiming as usual.

Sundzy., Crusades Day. Damp. By this time the motio for the weekend had become "Smule and
wave, bovs. Smule and wave.” Or our other Madzagascar favromites "I vou have any poo, throw 1t
now . Long story. Spent most of the day wandering and talkmg to people. And eating chocolate.
5Stll damp. Belly dancing and drummeing enterfainment at

dimner.

Mondav. High Medieval Day. Damp. But most people were packing and leavimz. Ouly using the
Foutiers loo by this stage becanse all the others smelled. Danelaw did not believe m lims. Patchas
of sunlight!!!! Lots of bugzmg Eiddles after dinmer The mnbslhisvable precogminive chamneling of
the amazing James!!! "6 ferrets and a donkeyv"” gotws kalf a pomt and "Heid 15 not the answer” was
the answer! Even longer story.

Left sarly Tussday morming. Diive home seemed longer than the one thers. Many fond memones.
Sore chesks from langhing. That's what 1tz all about. Then the wnpacking, and the washmsz, and the
putting away! Evervthing was damp. What a suwrprize.

Cheddar-Con - By Michelle Ferlazzo

Greetings all,

Firstly manv thanks need to be ziven to Danelaw for hostmg thos event. For those of us who have
hosted a conference/conferenton/con, we understand full well the amount of work needing to be
done before the event. (Excepi for Koy, who has now been om the commuites of 2 in the last
12vyrs..)

Conferention was a locong dnve through beautiful country but I don't need to see Parliament house
for a few more vears. It took us 2 davs to dove up because all owr plans went awry, The scary
drivewzy, was hairy on the way in and hoony on the way out. A great wav to spot the local wildlife.
We saw birds, wombats and cows...

Danelaw

These guys are good value. Kok and Demmis partionlarly. They went to great effort to ensure we
were looked after. We had hot showers, hot food, were incredibly helpful and friendly. Some of the
vounger members very mmch still into the 'mache’ U5, muhtary behaiow style of ‘Te-enactng’
i(read - waxing varous parts of thewr anatomses). I teold them thew behaviowr was homo-srotic.
Thev zaid 'manly’. I said gav... and it went on (Guys you need to read meore history — thers 15 some
fierce, brave, manly action repeated over the centurias). 1)



Dunzghaven

The site 13 amazingly beautful, we wers camped amongst the pine trees which made for misresting
walking in the dark but locked gzreat durmgz the day. It 1zined lots, was stll fabulous & by the
aftermoon sunny. Thers iz a bridge and the fort 15 on the other side. A 3 w1 old guite confidently told
me he had ‘crossed the bridze and hadu't fallen m’. (In 3vr old speak that means 1t's all good).
Good fort, made of many, many logs but no gate (see Foutlers)

Tentage

Spectacular as per usnal. Pater Fafios has a new tent, so now there 15 the Quarf Mahal Craig's
Hippy (it has flowers on it} Tent and the Byzantine Boudoir (Peter's tent). I think Sandy tned to
enter the T have a bigger tent than vou contest’ by putting up an encrmous, steel framed A fame
tent which lookad lika it had a truck with a show nds on it parked undemeath

Margee / Entertainment

Too small for anvone o set up as a group o1 muck up a3 the Ancients did last time. This made it
rather cosy and I bumped bedy bifs on many occasions with whoever was sitting belund ma. This
lead to mamy an mterssting conversation mosthy with varions members of the Anclants,

There was an excellent Bardic Comp on the Sat night and an lulanouns Middle Ages Fiddles mght
on the Mon. James Willatt decided to psychically answer the riddles and had written the answers
before the question was asked - resulting i mmch hilanty and k. (Having sesn some of the
answers — you nesded to be there. What was that about Snomi?. )

Diamond the harp plaver whe was at Corrvong last vear was in attendance agaim. I have never seen
anvone headbangzing to harp plaving before tut the Fire and Steel group did and strangzely enough, it
worked.

The remainder of us, conducted 2 Tuppets stvle dancing” ocean scene with candles. MNaadless to zav
it was also hilarious. She 12 now known affectionately known as the Alien Harp Plaver. (Idust have
been the blue light on her head & green lights on the harp...)

Sun night the food fight started, for a few minutes homps of bread were bemg lobbed betwean a
couple of fables. Uncle Satan, I know I was wearmg a turban but v head did not have a farget
pamted on it. The loaf vou threw, did bounce off my head rather nicely, from all accomts... )

The food fight on the last night was hilanious, 100 people throwmsz bread with a fast and funous
pace for 20 mins. It was funny to watch Denmis and Enk let off steam by lobbing lumps of cocked
dough owver the crowd. Screaming and giggling ensued and then the “Halt’. Was fine except for the
few of vou who contmued (naughty people vou) untl Unels Tames put on his Uncle '0ld Bastard’
face and finally halted proceedings.

Period Garb

The mumber of people weanng period clothing and shoes was a little lower tham usual. Come on
everyone don't vou realise how good vou lock zll frocked up properly? The Fire and Steal group
looked magnificent. {s22 Entertainment). And mavbe, just maybe yvour campsite will be voted “best
on field” next conference. Apparently the weanng of pertod footwsar 13 vmeomfortable. T don't
know my feet were comfy and dry all weekend. Amazing what yvou can do with a fin of Dubbmn and
some sheepskin. The lack of period clothing m some areas, spatked a loud disenssion with enes of
shame, shame by some of us in the tavem one affermnoon. Causing consternation amongst the lasser
frocked.

Fire and 5tesl however provided a demnme demeanour by holding a Tadies Day’. All of the group
ware dressed as ‘ladies” and I will never forget Damen prancing around during the parade of the
Ladies’ at lunchiime. I think the cocktail vmbrellas m the hair sold me.

On the Sat might which was Viking night 3 of us decided we had had encuzh of being drzb and
dressed m our Eenaizsance clofhing as protest. Whoo Woo!!!l  Cries of Look at yvou - Gorgeous!
followed us and we appreciated 1t (Tothing like a bat of bling and cleavage to start the night).



State of the Movement Meeting
Was probably the most qmet and civilised one held i a long fime. Evervone was pelite and the

usual shenamgans neon existent. A couple of comments did encowrage snortng from some of the
attendses,

The Food
We could not complam from lack of hearty food. It was an mterestmz nux of times/places (ot quite
period) and I was locking forward to a nice Foman meal ...

Perld Kemald
Was once again m attendance. Much coffee and sticky eastern dalights doled cut to the bung over

masses, Many more people enticed by the avomas of chocolate, coffes and sticky honey goodness of
baklava..

Tourney and Fort Battle

The usual stonshes, stuff ups (e.z. people fallmgz off over walls), Stoat boy standing on the top of
the Fort filming the proceedings and fun. Tenmis ball: were allowed to be pitched at the people
inside the fort. (Except 1if vou can't throw up lill ke me..). Bumms down ramps to attack the
opposiiion 15 not wise. Ramp shppery and watting for vou to not pav attention (as one guy found
out, one spramed ankle later). Injunes aside there were as per wsual -1, (Safer than football, re-
enactment 13).

Children vz the Routiers

eneral Wille has been preparing ‘amumumition’ and studying strategies since Hemme's Hill 2005,
Went off with a mmor luteh and left a faw adults bruized and cussing those raseals. Tenms balls and
pine cones make great ammmimition. Pme cones don’t bounce quite as monch. Easter egzs are also
good but I ran out of those ... 2) Loose shrapnel being pinged from over the walls hit someone m the
audience. Probably bounced off a Foufier's morian or breast plate (or mavbe net). In the fhuck of
the fray, I was encowraging the kids to relax and breathe. Mostly it worked., They were all femibly
keen to start. General Willo was leading the charge and negotiated the terms of defeat with Captain
Fozs later i the day. (sse BB Comp). ] now have a new name - i1t 15 the Bastion or Porteullis. There
13 no gate on the fort - [ was the gate AND have the bruses to prove 1t After being butted by buits
of gun and pike, [ was unceremomonsly dragzed from the fort entizncs to be lowsered to the ground
sereamimg & langling.

EB Comp (aka The Arse Off)

The Best Buns Comp has been resumrected after some vears mn hiamis. Ongimally 1t was started m
Soklull bv Andrea Willett aka Majer Bum Finder General and for a couple of conferences was quite
popular. The number of women paving up to be judges was impressive. The number of men lining
to udzed was even more so. Approx 70 (possibly more) brave souls lned up for mdgement day.
After much tooing and fromg (1f yvour bum 15 flobby, 1t's flobby), the finzl decision was unanimeons
— John of the Feather mn lus Hat was awarded first prize (a tavern tab). Honorary mentions go to
Alex Besek (Perki Kemak:) and Spike (Foutiers) for finalising the top 3.

Leeches

The general allocation was one per person and the competition to dizpose of them usmg the most
dastardly method was fierce. Bummgz won out over and agam - except when the persen being
leached was alzo bumed.

Unofficial Conferention Title
Cheddar Con 15 the wmofficial, affectionate name of 2007 Conferenton due to the amount of
shredded cheese appearing m the first 2 days.



Frevious conferention names are — 2005 Herme's Hill -Dustacon, 2003 Peorepunkal - Eiddiecon,
2001 Bowraville - Felaxacon, etc

For those of vou net in attendance, vou were all very much missed.
There was a lot of ‘quiet’ fum ez Ladies Day,

Orvverall a good fime appears fo have been had by all
Bardic Comp and Food Fight Fiddles on the last night.

Coming from parched Victoria, the ramm

was much appreciated and added that touch of authenticity. WMany of ws are enamoured (and
envy, awe..) of such a beautiful and peaceful zite. I didn't wish to come home.

Thanks again to Danelaw.

MsHelle 20.04.07

PEIF I am mcorrect in any msfance then I expect to be corrscted. In a nice way, in a polite way.

Chear and out.

Ifvou have been gffended by anything I have said - it is tongue in cheek

Inzpectors: Sven (New Varangian Guard) & John the Wyrm (Grev Company).

FPremuse: To inspect the encampments of the 2007 Auvstralian Meadieval Confersnce to:
- Eank the encampments on a range of cnitenia to find the best at conference, the critena

consisted of

o Pened to non-pericod ratio of accommodation (percentaga),

= Period tents/building accuracy to penod meant to be depicted (percentage),

o Accoutements (amount of period accessones measurad m broad termmaology),

= Mo of non-period items (a list was made),
- Provide comments and feedback both verbally and in a2 wiitten report on how to mprove the

presenfation
Period / Periad
E'“'"."‘"“" MNon peri accommedaton I No. of mon-period items | Comments
period ments
ratie Accuracy
Crean Bepinssos of Bk, [temns for commeandation:
the Loodon Trzined 100 %% 108 Extensive White sliced hread - mzile ozazker
bands (Pivs and paricd S - Kk iz cartez, medarn - ETesl wigos
Mockat) - 1647 AD temt P - and loo.
Uposals _— Cioly the taro cabizs wers looked at
JEE_ ]F*-:l'.'-c-;ur:l.- ‘-:-l:ic‘:-‘i T Hil Lois in any datedl m this izspectos, one
- F of which Ead a marf roof
Wariows Vikings Bops Bamdles oo chasts, " e .
[Lyn== Sizapscz &0% pariod 5% Some bolis helding Viki=g tant E:;E o Viking bent with accurste
aic.] togatar. )

Fire & Seeal Bops Bamdles on chass, [tems for commendation:

T — 1003 . Extamsiva | 27 paricd shees, Phillips - okstad and Ossharg tants.
'\';c_l.-';- u.'n-:r_f"llt-:.- pariod : o head serews omn buckat, - Osebarg child chair, bed, lyzs.
o ST Eaxster axg. - Linden wood shisld.

.-1._::\:'.:1'. .-'I..rls .. - - Ball temts with internal tems for commendation:

Fallowship 40%; pariod 0% Kot memy L
780 — 1065 AD. frama, soc. etc., b, - wiipped getald.
[tems for commendaton:

- . o . - 138 appligned flowars and
Haw Varangian 1age Mors tham | S-DUSID TR0I PRES, chast - lia of ez
Fuerd Branches B 0% TR TR et hinges, kasos or MRS 08 TP iEa oF AR

R JEET paricd SOILA. locks = : from Meacisjowsk: Bibla.
) o -  Byzzting wall hangings in
Swvzazting fans.




Period | Periad
St Non period | sccommoedaton Accoumre. | o, of mon-period items | Comments
R ratia accuracy

Phillips Esads sczews .1n:-|:|:|5 f;;iiﬁq:ﬂziiﬂ-

._5:.'6:::.- _.Jn:n:'.::1s 100t . ;:igﬁ;ﬁi;u;;" - T-aul:'.—i:_:-';':-lfa:au Roman

Zreak and Romazs . . 23% Exfaniive - WAInTED CRMpALE.

- Fane= ?:_:H]:.ndj SEEWE IR - Thnt pags oo mzjority of ot
;:m'-.:s .:'nt_::i:;_m = based oz thoss Fom
- : Mumemasi.
Haone pariod carving em
temt poles, peewdo carving
Frogal 1003 e . of tent pole ends, Phillips
- Wiking Crotland pariod o e bead sczwws and phywoad
on skaving horss, teta
desigz on bench eod.
Skaup skin oz welding
glowa, =o locks or hasp co
chests, modurn tent pess, . i
.. 1A - . steel sleave oo et [;-:i.-n-'-. Hamms fox ccuu_:-auu:ar.:uu:
Courvi do Boboa paricd T wema cooking pot. =ee of gy T Armiansanmann
=2 : - COsCOma.
questionzbla, rope
bandles om chest, chest
without Einges or closars
Luzzoe of T“a.'hd .anwr?::h' . i
Uealigmed Ra- _— i medsrn Bnges ez ckast, [tsms for commendation:
. 18R 25 Somme medarn st pags, 20 - ¥iaczmans of sapezate ball tent
- 14* camtury |IEICE5 of Basps oo batch walls via teggle amangeman:.
: thastt
Comments::

We have come a lomg way since 1985 m regard to listonieal representations especially in regard to
tents, costumes and accoumements, and this report repressnts the cwrent endsavours of the zroups
listed.

John and I walked around the encampments and inspected those with even a modicum of histoncal
represaentztions, thus we had 2 larger pool of sncampments to inspect than the wsual few. The period
versus plastic ratlo was 2 cmude measure used fo indicate the percentaze of non-penod
tentage’bmlding present, 7 out of 10 encampments rsached the 100% mark. The percentaze
aceuracy to the period depicted was an mdication of how well the group had dome m ther
prasentaion, only the Pike and Musket acliaved 100%, and the Sydnev Ancients and the Leagus of
Unaligned Fe-enactors achisved 95%. The number of accoutremzents was represented m the use of
terminclesy (extensive to ml), the top three (Pike and Muzket, Svdney Ancients and Fire & Steel)
all achieved the ‘extensive’ label m this category.

All encampments still showed some non-period items. The most common non-penod items
ncluded;

- modsm tent pegs (this needs more ressarch),

- rope handles on chests (on pseudo Vik |.1.1_£1 chests],

- Phillips heads screw (n buckefs, 3 standard and a shasving horse],

- chests without hinges, hasps or locks were also noted but this 15 a2 more of a lack of the
necessary chest fumrturs,

' Macy of the psendo Viking chest present do pot accurately follow the dimension of the extant Viking chesis.




Some of worst non-period rtems meluded;

modarn tools,

modarn food,

bell tents with miernal metal frames,
a desizn on a bench in texta,

traated pine pole of a bell tent,

and alum key screws m a brazier.

In the comments section we tried to find those tems which deserved special commendations and

ihe list

15 extensrve, ghlights inclada;

mile stone, straef signs and loo (Pike and musket),

afforts at pertod houses, one with a turf roef (Uppsala),

Ozeberg tent, chair, bed and Ivre (Fire & Steel],

256 appligued flowers and squizggles on replica of tent from Maciejowsk Bible (MNVG -
Anfioch),

pericd tent pegs (Svdney Ancients),

the use of detzchable tent walls on a
enactors).

14" contury bell tent (League of Unaligned Re-

With twro years until the next conference there 15 ample fime and meentive to remove these flaws
our representations and replaced them with more penod items.

Oreganiser: James Muorray (Hafdan) Eecorder: Sven
Anmmaly Flying pig

. herall Overall
MName Cluh BEndi | Aed2 | Tofal | And i | Bnd 2 | Todal score | placing’s
Andy Independsnt ] 13 18 1 4 5 pk =3rd
Pater Uppzala 1 4 5 7 K] 12 17
Steve Hafdan Lo £ 19 ] ] b 15 2nd
Chaard NV - Miklagard B 7 15 1 3 4 19
Svyen NVE - Viachemai ] 7 15 ] 3 i 2 =3rd
James Hafdan i1 i3 24 4 3 ] 15 Lst
Cam WV - Vighla 5 £ 14 a < 4 1%
Ve Hafdan 1 X 3 1 ) 3 ]
Nmme WVE - Antioch 1 ] 1 a ] 0 1
Sharon Frojel Gotlandica 1 1 1 1] 1] { 1
Chris Black Ravens g | 1l 1 3 4 1=
Rahb Sydoey Ancients B 4 12 Q 1 1 13
Hugh Fira & Steal 1 a 1 Q Q I 1
Poppy Sydoey Ancients b 7 L3 1 = 5 1%
Sasha Hafdan E] X 5 ] I I 5
Mark Unknown 3 ; 5 a ] 0 5




